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Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley Spring 2023 newsletter 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 

9:30 am – 2:45 pm 

First Presbyterian Church, 222 N. Broad St., Lancaster, OH 

Theme: Pursuing God’s Dream… 

of a Healthy Planet Where All Life Can 

Thrive 

• Wisdom from two ancient traditions will be presented:  

Native American by Rainbow Eagle (Rolland Williston) 

& Celtic Spirituality by Rev. Joel Esala 

• A Time to share ideas on care of the earth, recycling, consuming less 

• Earth Day Resources 

• Special Giving Opportunity (see page 5) 

• Worship with the Rev. Katie Kinnison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on 

the world around you.” —Jane Goodall 
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From the PW/PSV Moderator…. 

Dear Sisters, 

When I learned that our Spring Gathering would be on Earth Day this year, I was thrilled.  I knew then 

that we needed to have a program on the environment.  This topic has increased in its importance over 

the last couple of years for me and I increased my reading to learn about this important topic as well as 

getting myself outdoors in nature to see for myself not only the beauty that is there and glimpses of 

God’s handiwork all around me but to truly think what we as humans have done to this place we call 

home.  The global climate crisis is in the news all the time and maybe we have been dulled by the 

multitude of stories that bombard us.  Here are some quotes from Care of Creation: A Franciscan 

Spirituality of the Earth by Ilia Delio, Keith Douglass Warner and Pamela Wood that I thought nailed the 

topic down quite well. 

We have a responsibility to God’s Earth because it is the birthplace of our humanity; it is our 

mother.  The commandment to “honor your father and mother” must now include the Earth: 

“Honor your mother, the Earth.”  For the Earth has made possible our lives and our salvation. 

Indeed, there is no salvation apart from the Earth. 

All that we hope for in eternal life will not be attained apart from the Earth, for the Earth is God’s 

creation, it is God’s joy – and it must be our joy as well if we aim for God and for life in God. 

Only action that flows from a converted heart – informed by contemplation, fueled by love and 

sustained in community – has the holding power to co-create with God a new world that is just 

and sustainable for all, including all of God’s creatures and future generations to come. 

When we love something as our own, taking action to protect it goes beyond mere duty – we are 

moved from the heart to safeguard and protect it in times of need. 

From a religious perspective, we are destroying modes of divine presence.  For every species that 

is becoming extinct, the footprints of God are being irreversibly erased.  We are, by our will and 

hubris, degrading the good earth given to us as a gift by the divine Giver and interfering with the 

message of its Creator.  It is a way of rejecting God by rejecting God’s self-expression, as God 

communicates [God’s self] to us in the diversity of creation. 

Come and hear voices from the Native American and Celtic traditions that can help us restore the 

earth as God intended.  We need a change in our thinking followed by action together in community 

to bring health back to our Earth.  Please invite all who are interested in this topic to come to our 

Spring Gathering. 

Joyfully, 
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PW Coordinating Team 2022-2023 
 

           
Moderator 
Martha Pool, ‘24 
mjpool53@gmail.com 

740-407-1708 
 
Vice Moderator for Studies 
 and Spiritual Development 
Vandadean  (Vann)Rogers ‘23 
nnavrogers47@gmail.com 
513-505-6919 
 
Vice Moderator  
for Mission Interpretation  
Lynn Coons ‘24 
lynn.coons@gmail.com 
614-783-5302 
 
 Vice Moderator for 
 Justice and Peace 
 Susan Imel ‘23 
susanimel1@gmail.com 
614-813-7875 
 
Secretary  
Alice Harker, ‘24 
aharker1@yahoo.com 
740-248-6083 
 

Treasurer 
Bonnie Beth Mitchell  ’25  
Columbus, OH 43206  
bmitche2@columbus.rr.com  
614-205-3733 

 
Directory/Newsletter 
Lynne McLeish.  
ronly@windstream.net 
740-334-457  
 
Circulation Volunteer  
Jane McKee – ’24  
rojam189@live.com  
740-763-2002  
740-641-4278 (c) 

 
Resource Liaisons 
Diane Boster ‘23 

dianeboster123@gmail.com 
740-289-2866 
 

 Jayne Elgin – ’25  
jayneelgin@yahoo.com  
614-715-6029   
  
Search Committee    
Ruth Cooper – ’24 (Moderator)  
c00pers@roadrunner.com  
740-344-9608 (h)  
Louise Davidson – ’23  
lcdavidson011@gmail.com  
614-736-0042 (c) 
Member:   Diane Boster 

From the Search Committee        

   

 We’re looking for you!!! 

Are you pulled to issues of justice & peace? 

We’re looking for you! 

Do you need Bible study and spiritual discussions? 

We’re looking for you! 

Are you excited about sharing PW? 

We’re looking for you! 

The Search Committee is looking for nominations – 

Better yet, Volunteers! 

Please contact Ruth Cooper, c00pers@roadrunner.com 

Louise Davidson, lcdavidson011@gmail.com 

Diane Boster, dianeboster123@gmail.com 

Or Moderator Martha Pool 

 

mailto:nnavrogers47@gmail.com
mailto:susanimel1@gmail.com
mailto:ronly@windstream.net
mailto:dianeboster123@gmail.com
mailto:jayneelgin@yahoo.com
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From Susan Imel, Vice-Moderator for Justice and Peace 

The Winter Gathering with speakers on domestic violence was held on February 25, 2023.    If 

you were unable to participate in the Gathering held via zoom, you can view it on the presbytery’s 

YouTube channel at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpwiBPs-gAw&t=6s   Evaluations returned 

by Gathering participants were very positive 

Leah Stone, the keynote speaker from the Ohio Domestic Violence Network (ODVN), was 

excellent and her presentation provided a wealth of information.  One participant said she planned to 

have her PW circle view and discuss the recording.  It could also be used with an adult class at your 

church.  ODVN’s website is an excellent place to look for information about domestic violence: 

https://www.odvn.org/  

Another Gathering speaker, Erin Blaimire, a survivor of domestic violence, bravely told some of 

the details of her story, including how she managed to leave her situation.  Erin is currently serving as a 

peer survivor for Sanctuary Night. (www.Sanctuarynight.com)  Although Erin did not talk about her 

work as a peer survivor, her experiences with domestic violence led to her employment at 

Sanctuary Night, a drop-in center “for vulnerable women* who need a place to rest, eat, connect and 

get desired resources”  

Located on Sullivant Avenue in Columbus, Sanctuary Night is led by women like Erin-who are 

survivors, and who are hired as staff members to interact with the women who drop -in. Erin’s 

employment as a peer survivor provides the funds she needs to be self-sufficient.  (*Rather than 

using terms such as sex worker, prostitute, or human trafficking, Sanctuary Night uses “vulnerable 

women.”) 

To help with planning for future gatherings, a question on the evaluation asked participants to 

suggest justice and peace topics.  Gun violence and bullying were mentioned most frequently, followed 

by poverty, immigration, and opioids.  Other topics suggested included elder abuse, the death penalty, 

mass incarceration, LGBTQIA, and book banning. Look for more information on these topics in future 

newsletters and next year’s Justice and Peace Gathering.  

Editor’s note: PWPSV  is very much “in step” with current issues facing women as shown in the latest 

issue of Horizons Magazine and its cover page and articles. 

January/February 2023    `   

Addressing Violence Against Women and Children This issue examines violence 

against women and children—the realities of experiencing violence as well as 

how survivors of that violence and their allies are working to turn the tide. Some 

of the articles or images may touch on violence that has impacted you 

personally. Or you may come to this issue with an already heavy heart and feel 

despair at the ways that God’s children hurt. Acknowledge all of those feelings 

and realities and engage with this topic when you feel ready. We echo God’s 

delight for you, a sound to help you hold this space until the wound is mended. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpwiBPs-gAw&t=6s
http://www.sanctuarynight.com/
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Special Earth Day Giving Opportunity 

Every Christmas season, the Cap City Helping Hands opens a Christmas store for students at West High School to 

use their Cowboy Bucks that they have earned to purchase Christmas presents for 

family and friends.   One of their needs is jewelry and so we are asking every 

attendee to the Spring Gathering  to bring some pre-owned jewelry that you could 

share to stock their shelves this coming Christmas.  Actually, this fits well with the 

gathering’s theme because we will be talking about “Reduce, Re-Use and Recycle” 

and this fits well in the Re-Use category.  You may bring 1-5 used jewelry items 

(earrings, necklaces, bracelets, pins, rings, etc.).  When selecting items to donate, keep in mind that teenagers will 

be choosing gifts for siblings, mothers, grandmas, girlfriends, etc.    Also, if you have small jewelry boxes or tiny zip 

lock bags (no limit), those will also be collected. 

 

Does anyone remember Mission Opportunities? 
 
Once upon a time, Presbyterian Women in Congregations were assigned mission projects by their synods.  While 
some of these were in our presbytery it often was as likely to be elsewhere in the synod.  I remember working to 
help a mission organization in Western Reserve Presbytery. 
 
Probably about 20 years ago, PW Churchwide renamed all the mission PW does “Together in Service” and even 
produced a resource to guide us. Here is what the PWPCUSA web site tells us about “Together in Service” today: 
 

“Presbyterian Women answer the call to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. Whether 
it’s by picking up knitting needles to create a blanket for a child in need or picking up a crowbar 
to participate in disaster recovery work, Presbyterian Women get to work when there’s a need. 

“To be Together in Service, some PW groups offer ongoing support to local church or community 
projects. Other groups commit to answering short-term needs in their communities. Still other 
groups provide goods, labor or financial support for Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) mission work or 
one of Presbyterian Women’s affiliates.” 

So when we provide books and art supplies for kids in area detention centers, when we support a food 
pantry, when we provide meals for homeless people, or prayer shawls for people facing surgery or 
dealing with a death in  the family, we are together in service.  

 

Make a note to self:  Next time Lynne sends out a newsletter deadline notice, take a few minutes and 
write a short article (even include a picture) and share the mission efforts of the women in your church. 
Share your ideas with the rest of us.  I’m thinking these stories will offer us an incredible witness to the 
generosity of the women in our churches as they respond to God’s call together in service. 

Louise Davidson, PW/PSV CT 
member 

 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/who-we-are/affiliations/
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Vice-Moderator for Studies and Spiritual Development – Vann Rogers 

Matthew 16: 13-16 

As I watched and listened to the Winter Gathering, Dreaming God’s Dream: Domestic Violence, via 

Zoom, I thought back on my life. 

After Leah Stone, the speaker from the Ohio Domestic Violence Network completed her presentation, 

we broke into groups.  As each of us spoke, several of us spoke about our divorce(s).  The statistics have 

shown that maybe as many as 1 in 3 people, both women and men, are victims of domestic 

violence!  Divorce can be a trigger for OR the result of domestic violence.  I learned that both anger 

management and marriage counseling are NOT recommended as solutions!  An amazing fact! I used 

both in each of my divorces! YIKES! 

When I was a Professor of Gerontology at Sinclair Community College, in Dayton, Ohio, I had students 

assigned to community internships.  One student was assigned to a domestic violence shelter.  During 

one of my site visits, I asked the Director, “Why don’t victims just leave?”   

As we learned during the Winter Gathering, to “just leave” is NOT easy!  Social, economic, educational, 

physical and emotional factors all must be considered.  And if children are involved, victims may be even 

more hesitant and/or afraid to “just leave”. The Director told me that some victims of domestic violence 

don’t know who they are!  They don’t have their own identity! They feel “just John’s wife”! Who am I? 

When Jesus came to the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples “Who do men say that I the 

Son of man am?”  And they said, “Some say thou art John the Baptist: some Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, 

or one of the prophets.  He said to them, “But whom say ye that I am?”  And Simon Peter answered and 

said “thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

This is the reward for the victims of domestic violence—Jesus is our GPS!  A victim’s prayer could be: 

Jesus help me to see who I am and to see Your will for me.  He IS our identity.  It’s our journey in life 

NOT the destination.  Who are you?  You are a child of God!  

 

PW/PSV MISSION PROJECTS – 
    DONE – AND EVER DOING!! 
 Yes, the books and games and yarn have been distributed 

to all four of our Juvenile Detention Centers – Lancaster, New Lexington, 

Chillicothe, and Marysville – and they were/are so very much appreciated!!!   

 Our gifts make a huge difference while they’re on 

the “inside.”  The shoe fund has been a big hit at 

Perry Multi-County Juvenile Facility.  Steve Telfer has 

seen the kids in their new gym shoes – it’s wonderful, he says!   
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Vice-Moderator for Mission Interpretation - Lynn Coons,   
(Mission projects continued…) 

 And…Déjà vu!  It’s time to fill backpacks once again for the teenage boys who spend 6 
months to a year at PMCJF.  Upon their release, they either return home where there may 
not be enough to support them, or they have to find their own ways in the world.  Thus, the 
importance of these backpacks which may carry their only worldly possessions!   

With our remaining funds from the Mission Project, we’ve ordered more backpacks and Recover 
Bibles.  Now we hope you’ll work together to fill 20 backpacks!   Here are the items: 

• Towel and 3 wash cloths (gray is a good neutral color) 
• 1 pkg of adult men’s socks (black “ankle socks” or “no-show”) 
• 3 in 1 bodywash, shampoo, and conditioner - Suave, Axe, or Dove* 
• Axe (brand) deodorant* 
• Toothbrush 
• Toothbrush container 
• Toothpaste for sensitive teeth* (since most residents have dental issues due to poor dental 

hygiene and care) 
• Dove bar soap or any bar soap  
• Soap travel container   
• Face wash for acne and/or regular face wash 
• Lotion 
• 3 sticks of Chapstick w/moisturizer 
• 3 spiral bound notebooks, disposable mechanical pencils, pens 

*All toiletries should be regular size, not travel or jumbo. 

Opportunity A 
If you or your PW can provide all of the items for one or more backpacks, please let Lynn Coons know 
by email at lynn.coons@gmail.com.  When I have received notification that the contents for 20 
backpacks are being provided, I’ll let Lynne McLeish know so that she can send out an email to all saying 
that the backpacks are taken care of.  When you bring the “fillings” for the backpacks to the Spring 
Gathering at Lancaster on April 22nd, please bring all the items for each backpack in large individual bags 
so we know what goes together and they can be transported to Lancaster where your Mission 
Interpretation Committee will fill the backpacks and, with Steve Telfer, deliver the backpacks to PMCJF.   

 

Opportunity B 
 If you can’t provide the “filling” for the backpacks, please consider a donation to our Mission Project.    
We often need additional items for the backpacks, the shoe fund at PMCJF is shrinking and  could use 
some replenishment, and there are always wishes for new books or crafts (now that the centers know 
how much we love them! ) As in the past, please make checks out to PW/PSV and mark the memo line 
“Mission Project.”  Please mail the check to Bonnie Mitchell, PW/PSV Treasurer, 290 Reinhard Ave, 
Columbus, OH 43206.   

When the youth take the backpacks, they take a bit of us with them. 
 

More and more, the centers are using a trauma informed approach to caring for our youth.  Though it 
works, the problem is that when the young people are released, there’s no real aftercare so many of 
them return to old patterns and end up back in trouble.  So, we must dream God’s dream for them and 
pray that some one person on the outside will form a strong bond with them that will then give our 
young people the strength to follow the straight and narrow way.  
    

mailto:lynn.coons@gmail.com
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   THANK YOU!  This committee has been humbled by your generosity for our forgotten young people.  

We give thanks to God for your willingness to embrace them.  May God bless you and keep you as we 

walk through this Lenten Season together.  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jer. 29:11) God’s 

dreams for us and all of our children.  Shalom from your Mission Interpretation Committee to each and 

every one of you,   Muriel Ballou, , Ruth Cooper, Alice Harker and Lynn Coons 

Steve, Lynn, and the Presbyterian Women of the Scioto Valley: 
   
Thank you so much for remembering the facility and our residents. 
  
Steve, you have been around for a long time. We had a training the other day where we were speaking 
of religion and how we can be encouraging for the residents to get to know you, even if they are not 
really thinking about religion. Fostering contact can be a positive in their lives. Just setting an example as 
a positive role model can be transforming. 
  
Lynn, I am astounded every time you come and bring items to the facility. You said you are a part of 
hundreds of churches united in faith and mission. It has got to be rewarding helping so many people. 
  
Thank you again for all that you do. We truly appreciate it. 
  
Karen Brown 
Program Director 
Perry Multi-County Juvenile Facility 

 

           

 

  In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
 that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven 
Matthew 5: 16 
 

Cheri Harper – PW Mission Associate   
Key Note Speaker 

                                    Sacred Encounters 
                                    2023 – 2024 Bible Study 

 

Registration - $50    ( scholarships from PW/PSV will be available) 
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2023 Birthday Offering Recipients 

Making Miracles Group Home – Phase II Group Home,   
       Tallahassee, Fla. 
 

Making Miracles Group Home (MMGH) helps young mothers break the cycle of 

abusive relationships, addiction, incarceration and early motherhood—a repeating 

pattern that is difficult to break and overcome. Since its inception in 2010, MMGH 

has served over 100 women and their children by providing a one-year, live-in 

program designed to support young mothers and help them develop skills to live 

independently and care for their children. 

With the Birthday Offering grant, MMGH will purchase a second group home to serve an additional five families 

who are at risk of experiencing homelessness. With loving support and tools to establish stable, permanent 

housing, these families can look forward to a hopeful and successful future. 

Berhane Yesus Elementary School – Kindergarten School Construction, Ethiopia 

Berhane Yesus Elementary School, located in the western highlands of Ethiopia, seeks to change lives by sharing 

the “Light of Jesus” and by providing the best possible educational experience for the children of Dembi Dollo. 

Berhane Yesus provides children with the possibility of a better future by preparing them for a rigorous high 

school education and a life of Christian service. The school is the first entry point to education for children of 

subsistence farmers, migrant workers and displaced groups of people. 

Over the years the number of kindergarten students has increased and now space of their own is not only needed 

but is required by the government to remain open. Western Wollega Bethel Synod provided land for the 

classroom and the Birthday Offering grant will provide all necessary funding for its construction. 

Birthday Offerings should be sent to PW/PSV Treasurer,    
 Bonnie Mitchell,  290 Reinhard Ave., Columbus, OH 43206. 

 

Horizons Magazine 

Looking for information for your PW ? Find  it in the Horizons Magazine! 

Inspirational material to use for devotions personally or in a meeting? News about what other 

Presbyterian Women are doing for mission ? Information about Birthday and Thank Offering 

recipients?  Dedication services for these Offerings? Installation services for your new leaders? 

Books about all sorts of topics including some for children? Information about what PW is 

planning for us?  Churchwide Gathering? Mission trips? New resources? A Bible Study that is so 

special other church women use it and also comes in Spanish? The search is over when you 

subscribe to Horizons Magazine and Bible study.  For $24.95 per year, $44 for two years, $63 for 

three years you will receive 5  and help for Bible study leaders.  There is also an electronic 

version. Visit www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop 

 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
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Hope to see you on April 22nd at the Spring Gathering 

DIRECTIONS TO 1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LANCASTER  

For those coming from Columbus, you actually have two choices: On Rt. 33E 

just south of Carroll, you’ll have the choice to take Business Route 33 or to 

stay on US 33. (1) If you choose to stay on US 33 (staying to the left), please 

exit at Route 22 which becomes Main St. after you cross Memorial Drive.  (2) If 

you choose to exit to the right onto Business Route 33, this becomes 

Memorial Drive in Lancaster which will take you close to downtown.  Exit left 

on Main Street (Route 22) and follow the directions below. 

For those coming from Portsmouth and Circleville, you’ll be coming East on US 

Route 22 which becomes Main St. after you cross Memorial Drive.  

On Main Street, you’ll go two blocks (two traffic lights) and turn left onto Broad 

Street.  The church is in two blocks on the right.  At the second traffic light (Mulberry 

Street), you’ll turn right and enter the parking lot behind church.  

From Newark:  I suggest you take Rt. 16 to Granville and come down State Route 37 which turns into High Street 

in Lancaster.  Turn right on Mulberry Street and before you go a full block, turn left into the parking lot behind the 

church.  

Lunch information:   
 Baked Ziti*, Garlic Knots, Garden Salad, Assorted Cookies, Coffee, Hot Tea, Lemonade, Water 

*Vegetarian option is available if requested.  If your dietary needs require vegan or gluten free, you may 
bring your own lunch (refrigerator is available). 
 
Registration Deadline: Friday, April 14     
         

Additional names of those coming from your church  can be listed  on the back. 
Cost per person is $15.00 
           PLEASE PRINT 
 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH____________________________________________________________________ 
         

 Vegetarian entrée  option requested   
     

Total # coming______________________________  Total amount enclosed $_____________ 
 

Please send registration to our new registrar:              (Make check payable to PWPSV) 

Betsy Sebastian phone: 219-208-5602 
3259 Avalon Road 
Columbus, OH  43221  


