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"Inspire, Strengthen, And Challenge Congregations For Christ's Mission." 2-18, 2020 
 

Dear Scioto Valley Presbyterians, 
 
I am so delighted to be in your midst! I have received 
many welcome emails and calls already, and look forward 
to meeting you! 
 
I was able to worship God with the good folks of Grove 
City First on New Year's Day and am looking forward to 
joining in worship with the folks at Overbrook this coming 
Sunday. I would love to worship God with you as well! 

Please let me know if you have a particular worship service that you would 
want me to attend; otherwise, I do try to reach out to the pastoral leadership 
ahead of my visit to be sure that my visit doesn't conflict with other activities. 
 
My husband, Chris, and our four fur-kids (2 cats and 2 small dogs) are renting 
in Clintonville. We have been enjoying various eateries around the area. We 
just celebrated our seventh wedding anniversary on New Year's Eve (we 
planned our wedding so neither of us would forget our anniversary!). 
 
I am very excited with the work that this presbytery is doing in serving our 
Lord in this area! I want to hear (or read) you brag to me about what is 
happening with your congregations. Send me a note, call me, drop me a 
card... I want to come and see, participate if I can, and cheer you on as you 
serve like Jesus! 
 
God has such a good sense of humor...and God sent me on quite a circuitous 
route to get here...but all the while I was being equipped to be the Transitional 
General Presbyter that will guide you through the next season of life together. 
Let's pray: 
 
Amazing God, what do you have in store for us? We know that we can trust 
you, because you are a faithful God, you provide exactly what we need, even 
when we can't see the "why" before us. Grant us, God, the opportunity to see 
your world through the eyes of love and compassion. Allows us to serve you 
well and strengthen us and compel us for your kingdom work. Bless the 

 

 

 

 



Presbyterians of the Scioto Valley churches, and allow them to sense your 
presence in all they do. In response for your blessings, we love. In Jesus' 
name. Amen. 
 
See you all soon! 
The Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Nice 
Transitional General Presbyter 
Presbytery of Scioto Valley 
generalpresbyter@psvonline.org 

 

 

 

 

Change in location: PIE (Jan 21) is moving to 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Upper Arlington.  
  

Mark your calendar for Partners in Education (PIE) 
Leadership Training Day! PIE Training Day, Saturday, January 21, 9:00 

a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
2070 Ridgecliff Road, Columbus, 43221. 

There is something for everyone, with workshops on: 
Church Leadership Training. Generational Theory and the Church. 

-Exploring Spiritual Direction. Re-Inspiring Connections. 
Vital Congregations. Justice Tourism. 

PLUS, information on how our churches are living into Matthew 25 AND a 
keynote speaker on Vital Congregations. 

The cost is $15 which includes lunch. Register here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PIE Planning Team decided to offer general “Leadership Training” this 
year for officers. The last 2 years, we had specific Elder and Deacon Trainings 
– which are available on the Presbytery website. 
We thought it would be a good idea to offer something different this year. 
 
Links to watch trainings: 
2021: https://youtu.be/4COFd8BmPEQ 
2022 Elder: https://youtu.be/ld62okcBslI 
2022 Deacon Panel: https://youtu.be/pDgHCkVFTzw 

 

All church treasurers and others who work with church finances are invited to 
an online training event through the Presbytery of the Miami Valley on Saturday, 
January 14, 9:00 AM - Noon. It will cover a number of topics such as accounting 
process, audits/annual reviews, contributions, receipts, statements, 
designations, understanding clergy compensation, profit and loss reports, 
reporting to session, congregation, committees, etc. More information 
here: Online Treasurer’s Training - Presbytery of the Miami Valley 
(miamipresbytery.org) 
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Help Wanted: Ministry Initiative Board:  
Does the idea of helping Presbytery and its 
churches think boldly and strategically about their 
new ministry ideas excite you? Would you enjoy 
joining our Presbytery’s large grant-making body 
as we help bring to fruition big ideas for ministry 
impact?  
The Nominating Committee of our Presbytery is taking suggestions for ruling 
and teaching elders who feel called to service on the Ministry Initiative 
Board. Of course, we have a number of opportunities in our Presbytery that 
draw upon a variety of gifts, which you’ve been reading about in this 
newsletter. If you (or someone you know) is interested in this Board or in 
other areas of service, contact Peter Galbraith, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, at peter@nelsonvillepres.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from Bill Gause, Presbytery Stated Clerk 
These amendments have been sent to the Presbyteries for ratification. 
Presbytery of Scioto Valley (PSV) will begin consideration of these 
amendments at its February 19, 2023 stated meeting.  

 

The 225th General Assembly (2022) approved and 
recommended to the presbyteries for their affirmative or 
negative votes proposed changes in the language of the Book of 
Order that, if approved, will amend the Constitution.  
Please review: The OGA page which contains the link to the 
booklet: https://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/proposed-

amendments-constitution/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Scioto Valley Presbyterians, 
I am a big reader, how 'bout you? I love to give recommendations also...so 
I'm going to start. 

Simon Sinek - Start With Why: 
How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action 

When you talk to me, I may sound like your favorite toddler. I will ask "why" 
frequently. Part of that is my nature, but part of that comes from having read 
Sinek's book. Sinek does a good job reminding us that we all work better when 
we have a purpose that we understand, and a purpose that we can get behind. 
All too often, in our culture, we just do without asking why. Our activities have 
become a habit, or an expectation. When we stop, now and again, to ask why 
we do what we do, then we remind ourselves of the value (or notice the lack 
of value) in what we do. 
 
So why use a business type book in a church setting? After all, the church isn't 
a business! 
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We do the same things in our churches that we do everywhere else in our 
lives. We just do it because 'it's always been done this way' or 
'we can't change what grannie Sue started' and then we run ourselves dry 
trying to keep doing things we don't enjoy. Habits are part of the helpful 
nature of our minds. We expend a lot less energy doing things by habit than 
having to think through steps (compare this to putting together a shelving unit 
from Ikea versus getting dressed in the morning...one takes a lot more brain 
power). Habits are good as long as they don't keep us doing things that are no 
longer valuable to us or anyone else. 
 
The pandemic changed our world. It changed our churches. There are 
activities that no longer serve us well. There are other activities that have 
become crucial. Why? Have we stopped to consider which are the best uses of 
our time as Christ-followers? Which of our activities would Jesus want us to 
focus on? 
 
If you have time to take on a short and powerful book, I encourage you to 
check out Simon Sinek's Start with Why. 
 
Grace and peace, 
The Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Nice 
Transitional General Presbyter 
Presbytery of Scioto Valley 
generalpresbyter@psvonline.org  

 

 

 

January Commission and Ministry Team Meetings 
9, 12:30 p.m., Commission for Church Professionals (CCP) Zoom Meeting. 
9, 3:00 p.m., Commission for Congregational Life (CCL) Zoom Meeting. 
9, 3:00 p.m., Commission for Presbytery Operations (CPO) Hybrid Meeting. 
9, 7:00 p.m., Discernment and Design Team Zoom Meeting. 
10, Final Day for remitting payments for 2022. 
17, 4 p.m., Coordinating Team Zoom Meeting. 
24, 1 p.m., Commission for Nurture and Outreach (CNO) Zoom Meeting. 
 
Scioto Valley Presbytery staff is working in the office, and available by email or 
phone. The Presbytery Office Hours, Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Kathleen (Kathy) Nice, Transitional General 
Presbyter, generalpresbyter@psvonline.org 

Bill Gause, Stated Clerk, statedclerk@psvonline.org 
Bob Patterson, Treasurer, treasurer@psvonline.org 

Dagmar Romage, Administrative Assistant, dagmar@psvonline.org 
John Wyckoff, Financial Assistant, accounting@psvonline.org 

Website: www.psvonline.org - Presbytery Office: 614-847-0565. 
 

   

mailto:generalpresbyter@psvonline.org
mailto:generalpresbyter@psvonline.org
mailto:statedclerk@psvonline.org
mailto:treasurer@psvonline.org
mailto:dagmar@psvonline.org
mailto:accounting@psvonline.org
http://www.psvonline.org/


Commission for Nurture and Outreach (CNO) News, Updates and 
Upcoming Events. Purpose: To provide and nurture educational, 
connectional, and outreach opportunities, which promote growth in 
discipleship, encourage congregational mission partnerships, and support 
special areas of ministry, such as peacemaking, youth and campus ministry. 

 

Neighborhood Mission Grant Award 
The Commission on Nurture and Outreach is pleased to award the Bremen 
Bethel Presbyterian Church with a $2,000 Neighborhood Mission Grant to 
support their "Breakfast to Go Bag" program, which provides low 
income students with food for the weekend. Bremen Bethel joins Bethany 
(Bronzeville Push for Peace), First Delaware (Kitchen Ministry), and Cap City 
Helping Hands (Coats for Kids) as recipients of Neighborhood Mission Grants 
this year. Perhaps YOUR congregation has a project that involves 
members of the congregation in “hands-on” ministry that builds a 
relationship between the congregation and the community. Grants up 
to $2,000 are available starting in 2023. More information 
here: Neighborhood Mission Grant | Presbytery of Scioto Valley 
(psvonline.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join our Presbytery-wide Prayer Group that meets by 
phone each Tuesday at 10:00 AM. The group prayers for 
our Presbytery, its churches, and other concerns raised by 
the group. Simply call 240-591-0333 and when 
prompted enter code 783190# . The group is led by Rev. 
Don Pendell.  

 

 

 

 

YouTube Channel. A reminder that our presbytery has a YouTube channel. 
(https://www.youtube.com/c/SciotoValleyPresbytery) with videos on 

officer training, global mission, curriculum selection, Presbyterian Women 
gatherings, Matthew 25 programs, and more from our presbytery. 

  

Commission for Congregational Life (CCL). Purpose: To promote 
and nurture healthy, faith-filled relationships within and among congregations and the 
presbytery through facilitation, communication, and coordination. 

 

The Presbytery of Scioto Valley includes 87 
churches with a membership of 12,996 
(updated March 9, 2022). Surrounding the 
metropolitan center of Columbus, Ohio, the 
Presbytery extends northward to Marion, 
east to Newark, west to London and 
southward to the Ohio River. The southern 
portion of the presbytery is distinguished by 
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an Appalachian culture, where there are many small towns and much rugged open 
country. Scioto Valley Presbytery is represented in 21 Counties: Athens, Delaware, 
Fairfield, Fayette, Franklin, Gallia, Hocking, Jackson, Knox, Lawrence, Licking, 
Madison, Marion, Meigs, Morrow, Pickaway, Pike, Ross, Scioto, Union, and Vinton. 

 

Commission for Church Professionals (CCP) Events. Purpose: CCP works to foster the 
faith and vitality of those who are called to professional ministry—pastors, associate pastors, designated 
pastors, interim pastors, honorably retired teaching elders, stated supply, temporary supply, teaching 
elders in specialized ministry, inquirers, candidates, commissioned ruling elders, certified Christian 
educators, and ministers at-large. 

 

Employment Opportunity – Boulevard Presbyterian Church located in 
Grandview has an open position for a part-time Financial Officer. This position 
has flexible hours and requires knowledge of basis accounting principles. The 
job description and information on how to apply can be found 
at:  https://blvdchurch.org/about/careers/. For questions, please 
contact Mac Swinford at Office@blvdchurch.org 

     
 

 

 

IF YOU HAVE A CAUSE THAT’S CLOSE TO YOUR HEART 
YOU CAN FIND A WAY TO HELP IN THE GIVING 

CATALOG. 
If it matters to you, it matters for others. If it matters for 

others, it matters to God. Your passion transforms to action 
through a variety of meaningful and impactful gifts. 

Love gardening? Are you an advocate for supporting women’s 
empowerment? Would you like to be a part of healing and hope through art and 

education?  
Look no further — it’s all right here. https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/ 
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