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Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley Fall  2023 newsletter 

 
 

PW/PSV Fall Gathering 

 

Rooted in Faith;           

Claiming Hope 
 

Broad Street Presbyterian Church                                                                      

        Saturday, October 28, 2023 

             Registration begins at 9:30 

760 E Broad St, Columbus, OH 43209 

Reverend John Edgar – UMC , the Church for All 

People,  community leader on the near South side of       

   Columbus 

 
Reverend Ann Palmerton – Broad Street Presbyterian 

Beth Cumming. Prevention Specialist                            

Nationwide Children’s Hospital        

Micah Morgan, LPC Suicide Prevention Specialist 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital    

      

Mini Mission Fair 

    “Mental pain is less dramatic than physical pain, but it is more common and also    

harder to bear. The frequent attempt to conceal mental pain increases the burden: 

It is easier to say ‘My tooth is aching’ than to say ‘My heart is broken.’” ―C.S. Lewis 

  



2 
 

From the PW/PSV moderator….Martha Pool 

Recently someone, who knew that my husband and I were moving 

after living on our property for 47+ years, asked me if I would miss my 

new kitchen.  We remodeled it six years ago and I have really enjoyed 

it.  My answer was that I was trying not to think about that, but 

instead was taking time to enjoy the view every evening as we sit on 

the back porch eating our supper.  That view looks out on a far hill 

which was part of the dairy farm where I grew up.  The closer hill 

across the line fence was part of my grandparents’ farm.  I’m drinking 

in that view which I will sorely miss, where my roots run deep and 

strong. 

With most of my life behind me now and with the good fortune to 

have found a house and property that will be easier to manage, this 

uprooting will be good practice for life in general.  The sorting, the 

packing, the little things that bring back fond memories, the 

excitement and the trepidation are all mixed up in me.  God both 

roots and uproots people so that they find their identity and center in 

God.  I wonder how Abram and Sarai felt when God called them from 

Haran to a place yet to be determined. They packed all their 

possessions and gathered all the people they had acquired in Haran.  

How did the Hebrews feel when they left Egypt?  They didn’t have 

long to pack (although they plundered the Egyptians) and they, too, 

didn’t know exactly where they were going.  It makes my moving a 

mere eight miles not very newsworthy.  Yet it will not happen easily 

on many levels.   

Similarly, the roots of my faith are deep and strong, enduring times of 

doubt and holding me in times of trouble.  I’m glad faith can move 

with me and I won’t even have to box it.  And truth be told (and I 

need to remember this), faith is more valuable than house and 

property.  As one song says, “you can have all this world, give me 

Jesus.”  It’s that simple. 

Rooted in faith,  

 
 

The Purpose of Presbyterian Women; 
 
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we commit ourselves: 
to nurture our faith through 
prayer and Bible study, 
to support the mission of the church 
worldwide, 
to work for justice and peace, and 
to build an inclusive, caring community of women 
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s Kingdom. 

PW Coordinating Team 2023 - 2024 
 
Moderator   Martha Pool, ‘24 
mjpool53@gmail.com 

740-407-1708 
 

Vice Moderator for Studies and Spiritual 
Development     Diane Boster ‘25 

dianeboster123@gmail.com 
740-289-2866 
 

Vice Moderator  
for Mission Interpretation  Lynn Coons ‘24 
lynn.coons@gmail.com 
614-783-5302 
 

 Vice Moderator for 
 Justice and Peace  Terry Mancini Kennedy’26 
 tmancini322@gmail.com  
614-530-1732 

 

Secretary   Alice Harker, ‘24 
aharker1@yahoo.com 
740-248-6083 
 

Treasurer    Bonnie Beth Mitchell  ’26  
Columbus, OH 43206  
bmitche2@columbus.rr.com  
614-205-3733 

 
 

Registrar   Betsy Sebastian  ‘26 
betsyseb95@gmail.com  
219-208-5602 (c) 

 
 

Resource Liaison      Jayne Elgin – ’25  

jayneelgin@yahoo.com  
614-715-6029   
 

Horizons/Communicator  Louise Davidson 25  
lcdavidson011@gmail.com  
614-736-0042 (c) 
 

Search Committee Ruth Cooper – ’24  
c00pers@roadrunner.com  
740-344-9608 (h)  
 

Nancy Shuster ‘26 
nandshu@aol.com,  
614-519-9755  
 

Betty Kennedy, ‘25 
bettykennedy58@gmail.com 
740-285-4548 
 

 
 Directory/Newsletter   Lynne McLeish.  
ronly@windstream.net 
740-334-457  
 

Circulation Volunteer   Jane McKee – ’24  
rojam189@live.com  
740-763-2002  
740-641-4278 (c) 
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.Mission Interpretation Vice-Moderator Lynn Coons 

“Blessed are those who plant trees under whose shade 

they will never sit.”  An Indian Proverb 

 
!!!FALL GATHERING 2023 UPDATE!!!  CAN’T WAIT!!!!! 
 

It’s going to be a splendid day on Saturday, October 28th at Broad Street 
Presbyterian Church (760 E Broad St, Columbus, OH 43209) all day!  How do I know?  Because the 
Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley are going to have their Fall Gathering and it’s 
going to be WONDERFUL!!! 
 
In a turnabout of our usual day, we’re going to open with worship led by the Rev. Ann Palmerton with 
the Rev. John Edgar preaching on God’s Divine Economy of Abundance!  (In case you’ve forgotten, John 
is a retired pastor in The United Methodist Church; founder of The United Methodist Free Store in 1999, 
the Church for All People, and the Community Development for All People on the near South Side of 
Columbus.)  Worship will be followed by a discussion/workshop with Rev. Edgar.  Copies of John’s new 
book, A Front Porch for All People about his faith-filled work, will be available for purchase.  (Remember 
my line from the Summer Newsletter:  If you’ve ever felt God isn’t at work in the world today, you need a 
dose of John Edgar!)   After John’s presentation, we’ll have a brief business meeting and then head 
downstairs to lunch (there’s an elevator!) where we’ll also have our Mini Mission Fair.  (Anyone 
interested in bringing items to sell or share, please contact Lynn Coons at lynn.coons@gmail.com or 614-
783-5302.)   
 
And you won’t want to leave after lunch because Beth Cumming, Prevention Specialist and PAX Partner 

for Nationwide Children’s Hospital along with a licensed mental health professional colleague will 

present on anxiety, depression, and suicide in adolescents with a focus on symptoms, warning signs, and 

risk factors. They will also discuss how caregivers can respond and how to build resiliency in youth.  

(Beth is planning to spend the day with us because she holds John Edgard in such high regard!) 

Full enough day?  We’ll end it with a brief closing devotion and send you home with miracles on your 
lips, rooted in faith: claiming hope….  Amen and amen. 
 
 
!!!MISSION PROJECT UPDATES!!!  WOO HOO!!!!! 
 

• From Steve Telfer: “I confirmed with Director Conrad at the Perry Multi-County Juvenile Facility 
that he did receive the recent donation of $500 for the Shoe Fund. And the residents are 
receiving excellent gym shoes to enjoy while in the program. When I am there, it is always good 
to see them ‘sweat’ in a major way as they are experiencing physical and sport activity! One of 
the best realities that occur in their lives while at the facility.”  Don’t know if you knew we sent 
that $500 out, but now you do!!! 

• First Presbyterian Church of Washington Court House sent us a lovely check in late June for our 
Mission Project.  Their pastor, Steve Brand, informed the congregation about our Mission Project 
and they decided to give the 40% of their Pentecost Offering to PW/PSV for our Mission 
Project!!!  What a gift for our young people!!!  It will serve as a great foundation for the In-
Gathering for our Mission Project on October 28th at our Gathering.  As I recall with joy, 
Lancaster First took up a special offering for our Mission Project when we first began back in 
2021– they really sowed the seeds for us our first year!!!  I’m going to ask Broad Street in 
Columbus.  Perhaps you might do the same at your church!   

 

mailto:lynn.coons@gmail.com
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Mission continued……… 

This is our third year working with the Rev. Steve Telfer of Central Ohio Youth for Christ to bring books, 
games, and craft items to the five Juvenile Centers in our Presbytery!  When I received Steve’s most 
recent missive with the requested wish lists from the Centers, I was excited for our coming In-Gathering 
for our Mission Project because the administrators seem excited on behalf of the young people.  Perhaps 
no one else remembers them….  Here’s a very tiny sample from each of their wish lists to give you a 
flavor of what the young people love: 
 

• Our kids typically only play cards.  They REALLY enjoy them. I asked our English teacher if there 
were any books that the kids would want.  She included a lengthy list of book series.  Anything is 
appreciated.  (We do not expect everything, obviously!)  
~ from Marysville   

• As far as games… 
Playing Cards 
Trivia game cards 
Beyond that, we could use as many different coloring books (sheets) or variations aimed at boys 
or girls. Sports, cars, butterflies, Disney or Marvel, and those with inspirational messages and 
positive quotes would be nice. 
~ from Franklin County 

• The Divergent Series Ultimate Four Book Set (We have a set but it is well loved and needs to be 
replaced soon.)  There is a Diary of a Wimpy Kid Books 1 through 17 hardback collection.  
However, if this is too expensive, we would appreciate any Diary of a Wimpy Kid books, 
especially numbers 6 through 16. 
~ from Lancaster   

• Also, games/cards (preferably without tons of pieces) would be great. Games like checkers, 
chess, Uno, Connect 4, Trouble, Sorry, Phase 10, and playing cards are all good.  We have three 
pods so any of these in groups of three would be ideal. 
~ from Chillicothe 

• Teen book series such as The Shadow Children, The Darkest Minds, The Maze Runner, The 
Divergent, etc.  Any “teen” male book series.  The boys love when they can read the next books 
in line! 
~ from Perry County 
 

As you prepare for our Fall Gathering, please remember to bring one check for 
our PW/PSV offering and another for our In-Gathering (also made out to PW/PSV) with 
Mission Project on the Memo line of the check.  We promise to do our very best for the 
young people we serve so lovingly each year.  Though we do not hear from them, we 
always pray for them and hope the words of love on each of the book plates pasted in 
each book somehow give them the hope and ability to change their worlds.                                                                                                                                            
Rooted in faith as we are, we must claim hope for them!!! 

 
Your Mission Interpretation Committee  
Muriel Ballou, Lynn Coons, Ruth Cooper, and Alice Harker, Lynn Coons 
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 Terry Kennedy Mancini , Justice & Peace Vice -Moderator 

Working for Justice & Peace this Fall 

A  recent Washington Post article reported that 4,752 children died from firearm injury in 2021.  That is 

an increase of almost 42% from 2018.  The study published in the American Academy of Pediatrics found 

that nearly half of the children who died were Black and 85% were male.  It also found that nearly 2/3 

were from homicide, 30 % from suicides and 3.5% from “unintentional injury”.  Today, for the first time, 

more children are killed from firearms than car accidents which used to be the number one killer of 

children.  These statistics reflect why gun violence has been identified as a major public health crisis and 

needs the attention and focus of us all.   Our Winter Gathering in February will focus on the issue of gun 

violence.  Look for more information on this issue in upcoming newsletters. 

As a reminder, wear orange on the 25th of each month in support of ending violence of all kinds.  Mark 

your calendars – October is Domestic Violence Awareness month.  Consider making a donation to 

support your local domestic violence program.  Go to https://www.odvn.org/ for resources and 

information on programs.  

 November 13th is World Kindness Day https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-

calendar/world-kindness-day-2023 .  Think about what random act of kindness or good deed you can do 

that day to make the world a better place and then consider making it a regular activity.  Also, in 

November on the 25th is the International Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women and is 

continued through to December 10th with 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence.  The UN website 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women  on this issue has 

wonderful resources and articles.  Considering that one in three women worldwide experience physical 

or sexual violence, mostly by an intimate partner this is another issue that deserves our attention. 

 

Pages Worth Turning 

Published August 15, 2023 (hot off the press!) is a book that fits nicely with  focus 

from the summer Gathering.  “We are not spirits that are simply housed in bodies, 

writes pastor, professor and clinical psychologist Chanequa Walker-Barnes.  “We are 

bodies.  There can be no spiritual life that does not engage the body.” 

With this holistic approach to self-care, Walker-Barnes weaves personal stories and 

epiphanies with hymns, Scripture and reflection questions to create Sacred Self-

Care: Daily Practices for Nurturing Our Whole Selves. It is formatted as 50 

reflections (one per day, perfect for Lent or other times of the year) 

Another book that fits with this year’s theme, “Rooted in Faith: Claiming Hope” is a book that will be 

soon published (October 3), A is for Alabaster: 52 Reflections on the Stories of 

Scripture.  Author Anna Carter Florence, the Peter Marshall Professor of Preaching at 

Columbia Theological Seminary, picked 26 images or figures from both the Old and 

New Testament, each starting with a successive letter of the alphabet.  “I gave myself 

a discipline of finding a story that seemed to me to be really compelling and 

important and maybe overlooked and writing an essay for people to think about” or 

share in a Bible study, she said.  The book is reminiscent of the kind of lexicon that the 

late Presbyterian author Fredrick Buechner used to write, she noted. 

 

https://www.odvn.org/
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Louise Davidson , Horizons Representative  

By now, I hope most of you have begun your study of the latest 

wonderful Horizons Bible study, Sacred Encounters, by Olive Mahabir.  

My circle has done the first study and the leader had been to the Synod 

Gathering where an introduction to the study was offered.  In addition, 

several of us enjoyed an introduction at our Presbytery gathering.  But if 

you haven’t had those opportunities, never fear.  There is hope! Did you 

know that each Horizons magazine has helpful suggestions for 

leading/using the study?  And that there is also a DVD available with 

additional information and ideas for the author herself.   

You see, Bible study and the magazine are designed by wonderfully talented women – our staff 

in Louisville. You can find pictures of Betsy Ensign-George, Sharon Dunne Gillies, Laura Lee and 

Stephanie Patterson on line.  They work with study authors to edit and to coordinate with those 

who write and suggest helps for the study.  They produce it and the magazine.  As you can see 

by the results, they are a creative and hardworking group.  To see what your staff looks like go to 

this site  and search Staff.     Presbyterian Women | PC USA Women's Organization 

To subscribe to Horizons (five issues annually) and the Bible study is a 

bargain at $24.95.  For a three-year subscription ($63) you reduce annual 

cost to $21!  You might subscribe only for the online version but the Bible 

study is additional.  If you are like me, you like to hold the quality paper 

of the magazine in your hands, see the artwork up close, and read in your 

favorite chair.  Do it now !     Subscribe – Presbyterian Women  

 

The Thank Offering is one of Presbyterian Women’s two 

offerings. Received in the fall each year, it gives women a 

tangible way to express their gratitude for the special 

blessings in their lives. Thank Offering grants range from 

$5,000 to $50,000. At least 40 percent of the offering 

funds health ministries.  Send your offerings to PSV/PW  

treasurer, Bonnie Beth Mitchell.                                                          

Thank Offering Current Recipients 

The Creative Ministries Offering Committee of Presbyterian Women reviewed 28 Thank 
Offering applications and selected 7 projects for funding this year. Six of the projects serve 
people in the United States and one is international. In keeping with the Thank Offering bylaws, 
more than 40 percent of the selected projects are related to health ministries.  

  

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/
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Vice- Moderator for Studies and Spiritual Development - Diane Boster  
Faith, Hope, and Healing: Physical/Spiritual Well Being was the theme for the summer gathering  

held on August 26th at Circleville Presbyterian Church. 

There were some challenges. Pastor Allison Bauer from Second Presbyterian Church, Portsmouth, came 

down with COVID a few days before the event. We were extremely thankful that Dr. Rev. Nancy Dederer 

from Circleville church stepped up and delivered a meaningful message for our closing worship service 

and offered communion as part of the service. The breakout sessions included fun arts and crafts as a 

way to reflect led by Betty Kennedy. Vann Rogers provided insights into the PW Bible Study: Sacred 

Encounters. Our thanks to the of Circleville's PW for their hospitality and the IT staff’s flexibility and 

expertise.  

Our keynote speaker was Margaret Selby, RN, and founder of Compass 

Health Services in Portsmouth. Her focus was Health, Hope and Healing: 

Physical and Spiritual Well-being. Her message emphasized these 

points,” Dump the guilt-- Do an activity each day that you like. Be in 

touch with family and friends, don't isolate yourself.“  She explained 

that,” our body and mind well-being is connected to our spiritual being 

made in the image of God.  Allow ourselves quiet time to reflect and to 

sense God's presence."    Another  highlight of the day involved gifting 

Susan Imel of Covenant Presbyterian Church an Honorary Life 

Membership certificate (and pin to follow) . This in given to  honor 

faithful service to the PW organization and to the church and Susan is 

very deserving. CONGRATULATIONS!   ( Martha Pool and Susan Imel) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Registration Deadline: Friday, October 20, 2023     
         

Additional names can be listed  on the back.              Cost per person is $15.00  
*** Refrigeration is available for those who  bring their lunch due to dietary needs. 

 Please indicate if you will be bringing your lunch.      
 PLEASE PRINT 
 
NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE____________________   EMAIL:_________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH____________________________________________________________________ 
   

Total # coming__________________  Total amount enclosed $_____________ 
 

Please send registration to our  registrar:              (Make check payable to PWPSV) 

Betsy Sebastian  
3259 Avalon Road 
Columbus, OH  43221  
219-208-5602     betsyseb95@gmail.com  


