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Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley 

Summer 2023 newsletter 

 

PW/PSV SUMMER GATHERING 

AUGUST 26 – 9:30 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 
134 East Mound Street, 

Circleville, Ohio, 43113 
 

 
 

PW/PSV theme for  2023-2024 

Rooted in Faith; Claiming Hope 
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 Vice-Moderator for Studies and Spiritual Development – Diane Boster 

We look forward to getting together with our PW friends                           

for this time of spiritual reflection, fellowship and worship. 
 

 The Summer Gathering program will offer the theme of 

Faith, Hope, and Healing: Physical/Spiritual Well Being 

 Margaret Selby, RN – highly experienced clinical 

and hospice nurse and founding board member of 

Compass Health Services , a comprehensive 

community health clinic in Portsmouth, Ohio. 
 

 Morning business meeting with moderator Martha Pool 
 

 Two afternoon workshops to choose from: 

  Preview of PW Bible Study, Sacred Encounters: The Power 

and Presence of Jesus in Luke-Acts led by Vann Rodgers, 

Bethany PW. 
 

Art as Meditation led by                

Betty Kennedy, Portsmouth 1st PW 

              Worship service with communion  led by    
      Reverend Allison Bauer, Pastor of Portsmouth 

2nd Presbyterian Church. 

 

Thank you, Leaders!   

At the Spring Gathering leaders were elected to vacant positions.  It has been such a blessing to 

have willing and able leaders.  A special thanks goes to those completing their time on the CT: Diane 

Boster completing two terms as Resource Liaison, Susan Imel as Vice Moderator of Justice and 

Peace, Vann Rogers as Vice Moderator of Study and Spiritual Development, and Louise Davidson 

serving as Search Member.   

The leaders elected at the Spring Gathering are as follows: 

• Diane Boster, Vice Moderator of Study and 

Spiritual Development (Class of ’25) 

• Terry Mancini, Vice Moderator of Justice and 

Peace (Class of ’26) 

• Louise Davidson, Horizon’s Rep (Class of ’25) 

• Bonnie Beth Mitchell, Treasurer (Class of ’26) 

• Betsy Sebastian, Registrar (Class of ’26) 

• Nancy Shuster, Search Member (Class of ’26) 

• Betty Kennedy, Search Member (Class of ’25) 
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From  the Moderator of PW/PSV, Martha Pool 

Dear Sisters, 

Recently I listened to a Radiolab podcast (The Cataclysm Sentence, April 18, 2020) that piqued my 

interest.  It considered a question that physicist Richard Feynman asked a class of Caltech 

undergraduates in 1961: If, in some cataclysm, all of scientific knowledge were to be destroyed, and 

only one sentence was passed on to the next generation of creatures, what statement would contain 

the most information in the fewest words? Radiolab posed a similar question to writers, artists, 

historians, futurists – all kinds of great thinkers: What's the one sentence you would want to pass on 

to the next generation that would contain the most information in the fewest words? How would you 

answer that question? 

What my mind jumped to, as a Presbyterian Woman, was our PW Purpose.  Really!  It reveals 

who we are, whose we are, how we are empowered and from what actions we derive meaning.  It 

has served PW/PSV for decades as the guide to our quarterly gatherings.  This year is no different.  

So, I can hear you saying that it is too wordy, that there should be a more concise answer to the 

question above.  So, I offer an alternative: Rooted in Faith: Claiming Hope!  That’s what I want the 

next generation of Presbyterian Women to know about me, about us.  I’m excited to share this 

theme for the coming year.  I look forward to how our gatherings will explore its meaning and to 

seeing you at one or more gatherings! 

Shalom, 

 

                  The Purpose of Presbyterian Women 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ,  

and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves:  

to nurture our faith through  

prayer and Bible study,  

to support the mission of the church worldwide,  

to work for justice and peace, and  

to build an inclusive, caring community of women  

that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA)  

and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 

Ohio Domestic Violence Network sends thank you note 

For those making donations following the 2023 Winter Gathering, ODVN greatly appreciates the 

continued support.  Your donation makes a difference! 

• You are assisting Ohio’s most vulnerable families during their time of greatest need. 

• You are providing support for self-directed services that reach 111,500 survivors and children 

annually through ODVN’s 76 members. 

• You are joining the cause to improve the response by Ohio’s justice and social welfare 

systems to the needs of domestic violence survivors who carry the effects of mental and 

physical trauma every day. 

• You are helping to prevent domestic violence from happening in the first place. 

• Thank you for your support and for standing with us. 
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PW/PSV COORDINATING TEAM FOR 2023-2024 
 
Martha Pool, Moderator  
mjpool53@gmail.com  
740-407-1708  
 
Diane Boster  
Vice Moderator for Studies and Spiritual 
Development 
dianeboster123@gmail.com 
740-289-2866 
 
Lynn Coons, Vice Moderator  
for Mission Interpretation  
lynn.coons@gmail.com  
614-783-5302  
 
Terry Kennedy Mancini 
Vice Moderator  
for Justice and Peace  
tmancini322@gmail.com 
614-530-1732 
 
Alice Harker, Secretary  
aharker1@yahoo.com  
740-248-6083  
 
Treasurer 
Bonnie Beth Mitchell  ’25  
bmitche2@columbus.rr.com  
614-205-3733 
 
Registrar 
Betsy Sebastian 
betsyseb95@gmail.com 
219-208-5602 (c) 

  
Newsletter/directory 
Lynne McLeish 
ronly@windstream.net 
740-334-3457 
 
Circulation Volunteer  
Jane McKee – ’24  
rojam189@live.com  
740-763-2002  
740-641-4278 (c) 

 
Resource Liaisons 
 Jayne Elgin – ’25  
jayneelgin@yahoo.com  
614-715-6029   
  
Search Committee    
Ruth Cooper – ’24 (Moderator)  
c00pers@roadrunner.com  
740-344-9608 (h)  
 

Nancy Shuster 
 nandshu@aol.com, 
 614-519-9755 
 

Betty Kennedy,  
bettykennedy58@gmail.com, 
740-285-4548 
 
Horizons/communicator  
Louise Davidson   
lcdavidson011@gmail.com  
614-736-0042 (c) 
 

 

                 The PW/PSV Coordinating Team, that is! 

We are currently working below capacity; these are our 

immediate openings: 

Search Committee Member (2)     

        Resource Liaison (2) 

To suggest someone for either of these positions – or to VOLUNTEER (!), or to get additional 

information, please contact: 

        Ruth Cooper, Search Moderator, c00pers@roadrunner.com, 740-344-9608 

         Nancy Shuster, Search Member, nandshu@aol.com, 614-519-9755 

          Betty Kennedy, Search Member, bettykennedy58@gmail.com, 740-285-4548 

            Or Moderator Martha Pool            We would absolutely love to hear from you!!! 

mailto:dianeboster123@gmail.com
mailto:tmancini322@gmail.com
mailto:betsyseb95@gmail.com
mailto:ronly@windstream.net
mailto:jayneelgin@yahoo.com
mailto:nandshu@aol.com
mailto:bettykennedy58@gmail.com
mailto:c00pers@roadrunner.com
mailto:nandshu@aol.com
mailto:bettykennedy58@gmail.com
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From the Mission Interpretation Committee…Summer Greetings! 
Lynn Coons, Vice- Moderator 
 

Don’t ever let anyone tell you miracles don’t happen!  As I spread out all the wonderful 
items you brought to our Spring Gathering (wasn’t it an amazing day!!!), then sorted and 
counted and piled, I wondered how I could ever buy everything we still needed to fill the 20 
backpacks.  I made myself a list and headed to Walmart and then to another Walmart when 
the first one didn’t have some of the toiletries we still needed.  I found everything!  More 
than that, when I laid out the cash some of you had sweetly handed into my care, and used 
my credit card for the remainder, when I got home and checked, there was enough money 
in the Mission Project fund (thanks to the checks you wrote!) to cover what I’d spent!  Who 
knows, we may even have enough to send some money for Perry Multi-County Juvenile 
Facility’s Shoe Fund!  To me, that’s God at work for good in all our lives – a miracle if ever I 
heard one!!!  THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!  By early May, Steve Telfer, our forever 
partner in this sweet undertaking, was able to deliver 20 stuffed backpacks to PMCJF 
to everyone’s great joy!!!   
 
Yours in Christ, 

Your Mission Interpretation Committee – Muriel Ballou, Lynn Coons, Ruth Cooper, and Alice Harker 

 

                 

  

 

Mark your calendar for the Fall Gathering ! 
Saturday, October 28th at Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Columbus. 
 
The Rev. John Edgar will lead a discussion/workshop and worship.  He’s a retired pastor in 
The United Methodist Church; founder of The United Methodist Free Store in 1999, the 
Church for All People, and the Community Development for All People; and the author of A 
Front Porch for All People.  If you’ve ever felt God isn’t at work in the world today, you need 
a dose of John Edgar!  
 
Elizabeth (Beth) Cumming is a Children’s Mental Health Specialist at Nationwide Children’s 
Mental Health in Columbus and will speak on (what else?) children’s mental health, a 
growing concern as we see more and more children involved in violence and more and 
more ending up in our juvenile facilities. 
 
An offering for books and games for our young people in our Juvenile Facilities will be 
received.  Please mark your check for the Mission Project.  Once again, by popular demand, 
we will hold our Mini Mission Fair!  Anyone interested in bringing items to sell or share, 
please contact Lynn Coons at lynn.coons@gmail.com or 614-783-5302. 
 

 

    Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether they are worthy. 

Thomas Merton 

mailto:lynn.coons@gmail.com
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From the Horizons Representative –Louise Davidson 
 
Did you know that a staff of eleven talented and committed 
women staff in Louisville support Presbyterian Women in 
the congregations of our denomination?  Of these women, 
four are directly responsible for publication of the annual Bible 
study and the five issues of Horizon Magazine annually.  Betsy 
Ensign-George edits the Bible Study, Laura Lee is the art 
director, Sharon Dunne Gillies is associate editor, and 
Stephanie Patterson is multimedia associate designer.  You can 
be sure support comes from the other seven members of the 
staff including Susan Jackson-Dowd, Executive Director. 
 
With a committee from the Churchwide Coordinating Team 
(Board of Directors), the topics for each issue are brainstormed 
and topics and content always support the Purpose of   

 Presbyterian Women. 
  

Your subscription to Horizons Magazine makes possible the work the staff does to bring the 
Bible Study, the magazine and the online magazine to us.  All published and online 
materials  offer help for us to study the Bible and to support us spiritually. 
 
The subscription is an amazing bargain at $24.95 a year with reduced rates if your 
subscription is for several years.  You can even subscribe to the online version that 
automatically comes with a full subscription.  However, if you buy the online version ($15) 
and the Bible Study ($10 plus postage) separately, you will do better with the annual print 
subscription. So go online at pwpcusa.org and look for resources or come to the Gathering 
in August (related article) to receive a former issue of the magazine, learn about the new 
Bible Study and take a subscription form to subscribe. 
 

 

Vice Moderator for Justice and Peace, Terry Kennedy Mancini 

As PW members, we work to address advocacy and social justice; education; hunger 

and poverty; immigration; gender and racial justice; and environmental issues.  We 

do this on an individual and organizational level.  To be effective, it is important that we 

become informed about the issues so that we can educate others and develop strategies to 

address these critical concerns. As your new Justice and Peace Vice Moderator, I thought I 

would take this first newsletter to share some of the many resources that PW has to offer to 

help us be informed.   

The first step to being informed is to go to the PW website: 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/.  At the top you will find 

information to register for the online 2023 J&P Book Discussion Group.  Two of these 

remain with the next one on September 11, 6:30 – 8:30 pm on Violence Against Women: 

What Everyone Needs to Know by Jacqui True.  Further down the page, there is a link to 

recommended resources organized by justice and peace concerns 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/.   ( Continued on next 

page) 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/work-for-justice/
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 You will also find a month-by-month calendar 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/2021-justice-and-peace-calendar/ with links 

to information about each event. 

PW members can raise awareness about domestic violence and violence in general by 

wearing orange on the 25th of each month and/or wear black on Thursdays as a part of a 

global movement resisting attitudes and practices that support rape and violence.  And 

lastly, but not least make sure you are registered to vote, that you know the new voter 

identification requirements, are informed about the issues on the ballot and then vote in 

each and every election.  Your vote counts and does make a difference.  A good resource 

for election information is the League of Women Voters https://www.lwvohio.org. 

I look forward to exploring some of the issues in more depth in upcoming newsletters. 

 

Directions to Circleville 

Host church for the Summer Gathering is First presbyterian 

Church, 134 East Mound St., Circleville, OH. From  Columbus 

area: St. RT. 23 south to Main St. exit. At Court St. turn right, go 2 

blocks to Mound, turn left onto Mound, church is on the left. From  

the south; take  RT. 23 north and follow the above . From Newark 

area : take RT 37 to Lancaster and then take Rt. 22 south. In 

Circleville, RT. 22 intersects with Main St. Take a right ( west) and 

go to Court St. Turn left, go 2 blocks to Mound. Turn left onto 

Mound, church is on your left. 

Registration Deadline: Friday, August 18   
         

Additional names of those coming from your church  can be listed  on the back. 
Cost per person is $15.00 
           PLEASE PRINT 
 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_______________________ EMAIL_______________________________________ 
 
CHURCH____________________________________________________________________ 
         

 Vegetarian entrée  option requested   
     

Total # coming______________________________  Total amount enclosed $_____________ 
 

Please send registration to our  registrar:              (Make check payable to PWPSV) 

Betsy Sebastian phone: 219-208-5602 
3259 Avalon Road        betsyseb95@gmail.com 

Columbus, OH  43221  
 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/2021-justice-and-peace-calendar/
mailto:betsyseb95@gmail.com
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